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Grade 6
Mrs. Fletcher/Room 320
Welcome back! I am looking forward to getting to know all of you as we adventure into another year of learning! Below I have included some information that you may need to refer to once in a while.  I will go over all of this with you, but you can keep this handout in your binder or access it on my website as needed.  

Writing Workshop

During our writing workshops we will continue to practice crafting quality pieces of writing across many genres.  You will work towards developing your writing style and voice, improving your organization and mechanics, building more sophisticated sentences, and becoming more aware of the reader.  Much of your writing will be assessed during small group and individual conferences. Each marking period, you will select 2-3 published pieces to submit for a grade.  These pieces will be added to your portfolio.  There will also be at least 1 “writing on demand” assessment per marking period.  
Reading Workshops
During our reading workshops we will be reading selected novels, short stories, non-fiction, plays, poetry, and more.  You will become more familiar with literary elements and become more skilled in your ability to respond to literature insightfully.  Your ability to read closely and respond critically to non-fiction texts will be emphasized throughout the year.  Independent reading is also an integral part of my class, and I encourage my students to try and complete at least 3-4 novels per marking period. 
Poetry 
At least 2-3 times each week I will begin with a poem of the day. The poem is read, discussed, rated, and filed away in your poetry folder. Reading poetry improves our ability to think insightfully and allows us to explore different ways poets communicate their ideas.  We will also be writing quite a bit of poetry and your favorite pieces will be included in your portfolio.  
Classroom Expectations and Rules

As always, I expect you to put forth your best effort and work towards becoming an active learner.  Participate, be prepared, take pride in your work, and be honest. Show respect towards everyone and our classroom routine will fall right into place.  
Absences

It is YOUR responsibility to make up missed assignments and tests. Missed work should be completed in a timely fashion (see the Midland School handbook).  It is my preference for students to make up tests after school.  Making up quizzes and tests during class time often results in additional missed instruction.  
Homework/Participation, Preparation and Discussion (PPD)
Homework/PPD is 20% of your grade.  Everyone starts each marking period with a 100%.  Each missing homework assignment will result in a 10% deduction of this grade.  One missing homework assignment will be excused the first marking period only.  Your missing homework assignments are documented on the parent portal.  
After three missing homework assignments, per marking period, your parents/guardians will be contacted via e-mail or phone call. If missing homework assignments continue to be an issue, a conference may be scheduled to discuss why homework is not being completed at home.     
Please check the website on a daily basis to check assignments.  

Technology
We will be working on laptops frequently.  Please have a flashdrive or a Google drive in order to ensure your ability to bring your work back and forth from home and school.  The day a published piece of writing is due to be handed in, you must submit a hard copy.  
Grades

For each grading period, grades will be calculated as follows:

50% MAJOR GRADES (tests, literary analysis papers, writing workshop pieces, projects) 

30% QUIZ GRADES (quizzes, open-ended responses, reading response journals)
                                    
20% HOMEWORK/ PREPARATION, PARTICIPATION, DISCUSSION (PPD)
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

I am looking forward to meeting you and discussing my goals for the year during Back-to-School Night.  In the meantime, feel free to contact me if you have any concerns.  I check my email every morning and intermittently during the day.  If there is an urgent issue, leave a message for me in the office; I will return your call as soon as possible.  

Parent-teacher communication is an integral part of your child’s success.  While my personal preference is a phone call for sensitive issues, I understand that a quick email is often all that is needed for questions, student progress updates, and/or reminders.  Please return this form or email me any contact information you wish to provide.  My school email is lfletcher@rochellepark.org which can also be accessed on my website.  

Name of Student ____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please print) 

___________________________________________________________________      
Email Address ______________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone _________________________________________________________
Work Phone ________________________________________________________ (optional)
Thank you,
Mrs. Lisa Fletcher
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